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A new high-level platform initiative brings together key players in the sustainable energy
sector from the public and private sectors of both Europe and Africa.

Today at the Africa Investment Forum in Johannesburg organised by the African Development Bank,
the European Union and the African Union have launched the EU-Africa high-level platform on
sustainable energy investments in Africa.

During his State of the Union speech President Juncker has announced the new 'Africa – Europe
Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs' to substantially boost investment in Africa, strengthen
trade, create jobs, and invest in education and skills. The high-level platform that was set in motion
today represents a concrete action under this alliance to boost strategic investments and strengthen
the role of the private sector.

Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Elżbieta Bieńkowska, said in
Johannesburg: "If we are serious about sustainable energy investments in Africa, we need everybody
on board, including the private sector. The high-level platform will pave the way for that: experts from
the public, private, academic and financial sectors will jointly discuss challenges and barriers to
sustainable investment in this area and help to address them.”

The High Level Platform brings together public, private and financial operators as well as academia
from Africa and Europe. They will examine challenges and strategic interests that could accelerate
impact, especially for sustainable growth and jobs. The high-level platform aims to attract and boost
responsible and sustainable private investments towards sustainable energy in Africa.

A concrete outcome of the high-level platform launch event was the announcement of three streams of
work, 1) identify energy investments with high impact for growth and job creation, 2) analyse energy
investment risks and propose policy guidelines for a sustainable investment and business environment
and 3) boost exchanges between African and European private sector.

Background
By bringing energy actors from the private and public sectors together from both continents, the high-
level platform will foster the partnership between European and African businesses, and support the
'Africa- EU Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs'. It will help to make most of opportunities
around sustainable energy investments in Africa, as well as to better address challenges and key
barriers that currently hinder it.

The Africa Investment Forum in Johannesburg takes place from 7-9 November 2018 and is organised
by the African Development Bank. The Forum is the place where project sponsors, borrowers, lenders,
and public and private sector investors come together to accelerate Africa's investment opportunities –
especially the energy sector.

The 'Africa-Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs' builds on the commitments taken
during the African Union – European Union Summit, which took place in November last year in Abidjan,
where the two continents agreed to strengthen their partnership. It sets out the key strands of action
for a stronger economic agenda for the EU and its African partners.

Access to sustainable energy plays a fundamental role in development. The objective of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development is to give universal access to affordable, reliable, modern energy
services. The EU is determined to help partner countries to increase renewable energy generation and
to diversify their energy sources ensuring the transition to a smart, secure, resilient and sustainable
energy system for all. Mobilisation of the private sector is crucial for this endeavour.

For More Information
Africa-Europe Alliance

Press contacts:

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5702_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/state-union-speeches/state-union-2018/state-union-2018-africa_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/state-union-speeches/state-union-2018/state-union-2018-africa_en
https://africainvestmentforum.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/state-union-speeches/state-union-2018/state-union-2018-africa_en
http://www.sommetuaue2017.ci/en/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg7
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg7
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/soteu2018-factsheet-africa-europe_en.pdf


Carlos MARTIN RUIZ DE GORDEJUELA (+32 2 296 53 22)
Lucia CAUDET (+32 2 295 61 82)
Anna-Kaisa ITKONEN (+32 2 29 56186)
Victoria VON HAMMERSTEIN-GESMOLD (+32 2 295 50 40)
Lynn RIETDORF (+32 2 297 49 59)
Daniel PUGLISI (+32 2 296 91 40)

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email

mailto:Carlos.Martin@ec.europa.eu
mailto:lucia.caudet@ec.europa.eu
mailto:anna-kaisa.itkonen@ec.europa.eu
mailto:victoria.von-hammerstein-gesmold@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Lynn.Rietdorf@ec.europa.eu
mailto:daniel.puglisi@ec.europa.eu
http://europa.eu/contact/
http://europa.eu/contact/call-us/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/contact/write-to-us/index_en.htm

	Africa-Europe Alliance: boosting sustainable energy investments in Africa

